
 

Welcome to the summer 2014 edition of the 

NRHRC newsletter. It has been a very busy 

spring here with the club hosting several 

training sessions, a training seminar for novice 

dogs and handlers, a mock test event and finally 

our May test event which led to the annual road 

trip to the NAHRA Eastern regional’s hosted by 

the Leatherstocking Hunting Retriever 

Association. 

With no rest for the weary the club has a full 

summer schedule ahead of it. Including our 

annual business meeting in July as well as 

numerous training sessions in our run up to 

September which also  feature some great 

events, the NJ wild Expo hosted by the NJDEP 

which will be immediately followed by our 

September hunt test. In this issue we will take a 

look back at some of our spring happenings as 

well share in some of our Navesink family 

adventures. 

NRHRC Hosts Mock Test Event. 

On April 26-27th of this year NRHRC hosted a 

two day training event with an eye towards 

simulating the hunt test environment. The 

event chaired by Jenn McGill and Joe Vander 

Weide was held at Colliers Mills Wildlife 

Management Area and took full advantage of 

the sunny skies provided by the perfect spring 

weather. 

The events participants were broken down into 

two groups one for senior and intermediate 

level dogs and the other group consisted of 

started and hunter level dogs.  Fred Bodine 

Linda Sperco and Jan Easterbrook provided 

judging services for the senior group while 

Rodger Parkhurst and Eva smith and Maureen 

McEntee judged for the lower stakes. 

Each group was able to work through the 

various test scenarios both land and water 

which resulted in some quality training 

moments for most handlers.  

This event was a lot of fun and according to the 

feedback received was well worth the extra 

efforts and lost weekend chore time to 

participate in.  Below are some YouTube links 

for short videos from the Intermediate water 

series. 

Jenn McGill and Ox run the intermediate 

water marks. 



 

NRHRC Hunt Test May 9-11th 2014 

This past May saw NRHRC hosting its annual 

May hunt test. Our double everything test was 

well attended this year with 65 entries which is 

8 more than last year’s test. The event was also 

able to showcase a brand new testing venue 

due to the gracious offer from Bent Creek game 

farm to use their property and club house for 

the event. This May also saw the return of our 

Cabella’s raffle as well of the traditional sit 

down dinner with fund raising activities. 

 If people remember last years after test 

festivities were cancelled due to the monsoon 

that struck in late afternoon last year. This year 

saw beautiful spring weather which 

unfortunately was again interrupted by some 

passing showers. We were however able to 

hold our dinner and fund raising functions 

within the Bent Creek club house.  

Attendees were treated to a great dinner and 

were also able to learn some NAHRA news. 

Frank Plewa the national president spoke to the 

crowd about the state of NAHRA as well as 

some exciting new programs which will be 

coming to fruition shortly. Many people went 

home with goodies and door prizes courtesy of 

our corporate sponsors and membership 

donations.  

I would like to thank everyone who assisted in 

making this event a showcase happening for 

NRHRC. Without all the dedicated workers and 

countless volunteer hours that went into 

preparing this event it would not have been the 

success it was so, thanks again. 

The test and banquet headquarters 

Bud the red mud dog showing that Tollers are 

not to be trifled with at the hunter stake. 

Archer and his game face 



Matt Dolinski helping to set the decoys for the 

Started-Hunter stake 

 

Peek-A-Boo 

 

Robin Brennan answering some of the handler 

questions on the Started-Hunter Land set up. 

 

 

Tom Corolla’s black lab Pal, having powered 

through the water series waits to take a crack 

at the land series. 

 

 

 



Upland Gundog Association Adventure 

By Shelly Liedner 

One of our members Shelly Leidner, participated 

an inaugural upland hunt test event with her 

Standard Poodle earlier this spring. Here is her 

account of the fun filled trip. (Joe V) 

We were off! On the first vacation we had taken 

together in 3 years, Thom, Archer and I started 

our trek to Moreland, GA for the first Upland 

Gundog Association test ever held in that state.  

After two days and with blurry road eyes we 

finally arrived.  We found a great little out of 

the way restaurant near a beautiful grassy park 

where Thom and I had a great dinner and all 3 

of us were able to stretch our legs. 

The Upland Gundog Association Hunt Test was 

to be held the next day, May 3rd, and it turned 

out to be a beautiful spring Georgia day! We 

arrived at Louter Creek Hunting Poodle 

Breeders and Retriever Training bright and 

early, pleased to see so many poodles and 

surprised to see that 3 Labradors, 1 Boykin 

Spaniel and 1 Deutsche Kurzhaar (I was told it’s 

basically a GSP, in layman’s terms) were the 

minority! 

All but one of the other Poodles were ½ the size 

of Archer, not more than 50 pounds, most 

closer to 40. Guess that’s what I get for picking 

the largest pup of the litter; at 78 lbs he 

towered over them!  The advantage to the 

smaller size (and their short clipped coat) was 

that they didn’t tend to get as hot as they 

worked the fields in the heat of the day; the 

disadvantage was that they had to hop to see 

over the grass!  After fearing he would get 

heatstroke from his luxurious winter coat, I 

decided that Fabio hair be damned, he was 

getting shaved!   

 

After a pre-test meeting that stressed gun 

safety, Rich Louter (Retriever Trainer, Pro Staff 

member and Judge for UGA) explained the hunt 

test and answered our questions. Some of us 

had never participated in this type of event, and 

we were able to have a quick workshop in the 

field so that the dogs and handlers knew what 

they were after.  It’s so neat to see dogs that 

have never upland hunted before have their 

instincts kick in when they started to hunt ‘em 

up.  The dogs new to upland hunting seemed 

surprised when they found their first birds 

hiding in the grass, but they figured out really 

fast that quail were all kinds of fun they never 

knew existed!  

 

 

The test (we were in the beginner flushing 

category, of course) was to find, flush and 

retrieve to the handler 2 of 3 quail in 2 different 

fields.  This echoes the UGA philosophy of 

“test(ing) the true hunting ability of retriever, 

pointing, and flushing breeds.” They can be 

found at www.uplandgundog.com for more 

information. 

 

 

http://www.uplandgundog.com/


The first field was quite long and pie shaped, 

started narrow and then spread out making the 

dogs work harder and range farther as we went 

deeper into the field. Archer started out on his 

mission, sniffing, and hunting and quickly 

pounced on his first Quail… He was SO proud!  

When he found the next one he flushed it but 

never saw it fly off. He hunted that area 

obsessively knowing that with that much scent, 

there must be a bird in there somewhere, one 

thing about him, if he thinks a bird is there he 

doesn’t want to quit! 

 

 

The second field was more like the game 

preserve I went to in New Jersey, a couple of 

long, wide strips of grass. This gave more of a 

straight edge boundary to his quartering… It 

was awesome to see the moment that he 

caught the scent, his head snapped around and 

nose went up! It was so exciting, especially as a 

new handler, to find out that I was able to read 

my dog’s body language 

 

The personalities of the Poodles were similar to 

the ones that I had been around in the past… 

They were bright eyed, playful, anxious to go to 

work but still looking to their handlers for 

support and direction. There was one little 

poodle from Washington state named “Addie” 

that reminded me of why they use Poodles as 

circus dogs… she would stand on her back legs 

to see better both when on a break in the shade 

to watch the other dogs work and when she 

was in the field to see over the grass. 

 

 

Some of the big things I learned were both what 

to do and what not to do; to let him quarter the 

field naturally and not to be obsessed with 

getting the perfect zig-zag pattern, not to be so 

worried about how far he was away from me (I 

am a terrible judge of distance!) and not to 

distract him when he got on a scent, back off 

and let him hunt it! The structured land and 

water retrieving are very disciplined, but this 

was the time to let him do what his instincts 

told him to do. I was reminded that when we 

hunted with Tom Carrollo, Archer tracked a bird 

to the edge of the woods and alerted to its 

location, but I doubted that it was there.  Since I 

couldn’t see it (with my superior human 

senses), Tom said he knew that it was there 



because “Archer said it was and you have to 

trust him!”  I am slowly readjusting to the fact 

that this isn’t the training I did in Hollywood 

where I had to control every move the animal 

made. They had to move or stay based on a 

script, not their instincts! 

At the end of the day we were exhausted from 

the sun and the work, but still on an adrenaline 

high from the exhilaration of the day! After 

dinner Archer was like a little kid trying to stay 

awake, trying desperately to keep his eyes open 

while his head drooped until his nose rested 

straight down on the floor. 

 

 

All in all it was a blast. We were able to see 

other Poodles work with their instincts, got 

more insight into the nuances of training 

Hunting Poodles, met a lot of really nice people 

and got a title to boot! 

 

 

 

 



Otto Serves As Best Dog 

Otto Zitel again proves the versatility of the 

hunting retriever by working as the best dog at 

John Zitel’s son’s wedding. Congratulations 

from NRHRC to JP and Kate Zitel and a great job 

to Otto as best dog as well. 

Otto accompanies JP’s Proud parents John and 

Lisa Zitel 

 

The happy couple exchanging vows 

 

I’m sure JP and his new bride are looking 

forward to the upcoming duck season. 



2014 NAHRA Eastern Regional and 

LeatherStocking Hunting Retriever 

Association Hunt Test June 6th-8th 2014 

The regional events hosted by each NAHRA 

region each year are one of the high points of 

the hunt test year. This is where the region’s 

best and accomplished dogs get to show their 

stuff. In the Eastern Region that event is hosted 

by the Leatherstocking Hunting Retriever 

Association and is held on the expansive 

grounds at the Three Rivers Wildlife 

Management Area in upstate New York. 

Here is a shot of one of the many fields located 

at Three Rivers 

Participants of the regional stakes all received 

an attractive engraved stainless steel dog bowl.  

A certificate suitable for framing from the 

regional committee was also awarded to the 

qualifiers. These gifts were handed out at the 

banquet held on Saturday evening. 

Dinner was buffet style and included a delicious 

spread of tasty dishes of chicken, beef, pasta 

salads and most importantly a fine selection of 

desserts.  Dinner was followed by a fun filled 

auction of numerous donated items including 

fine artwork, custom made quiltwork, as well as 

a nice assortment of hunting and outdoor 

paraphenila.  

 

This is the bowl that all Regional attendees 

received. 

Here Rodger and Summer Parkhust serve as 

test dog for Started-Hunter land stake on 

Saturday 

 

Tarka Vander Weide and Guthrie Rusnak say 

that Three Rivers WMA grass is especially tasty 

for breakfast. 



Mary Stankovic with her golden Jelly on the 

line 

 

Fabio, I mean Archer presents the result of a 

perfect mark 

However for me personally the best thing about 

the weekend was having the pleasure of judging 

what I must assume would be the youngest pair 

of handlers in the NAHRA family, Katharine and 

Jack Goeckle.  Katharine 6 years old (she made a 

point to tell me) handled their dog Skeet for the 

land marks of the started test and she did a 

tremendous job. And in the spirit of sharing her 

younger brother Jack handled the dog on the 

water marks, where despite almost enjoying 

some unplanned water skiing he proved to be 

quite the accomplished handler as well which 

resulted in a well earned started stake ribbon.  

 

Team Goeckle  

 

Here the NRHRC gang poses with their ribbons 

from the weekend. Congrats team Navesink. 

 

 

 

 



A warm NRHRC welcome to Skeet and Cedar 

Murphy. 

Jenn Mcgill and Keefe Murphy have welcomed 

home a new pair of pups. For twice the fun. 

One pup for Jenn and one pup for Keefe. 

Best of luck with these future retriever 

champions. Fortunately their mom Luc Moore 

can keep a close eye on them, 

 

Cedar(Jenn’s Pup) 

Skeet( Keefe’s pup) I have heard they are not 

often this still anymore. 

 

 

 

This brings to a close this edition of the 

newsletter. Please check our calendar for 

upcoming events and I hope to see everyone at 

our July 13th training session. The session will be 

held at Colliers Mills and not Assunpink as was 

previously published. 

 

 

That’s All Folks. 


