
 

 

 

Welcome to the spring edition of the Navesink Hunting Retriever Club newsletter. As we eagerly await 

springs arrival we have already started our training and hunt test season. We are looking forward to a 

successful year. So shake off those winter blues grab your whistle and bumpers and show the world 

what a well trained retriever can do.

 

Navesink completes the election process. 

At this past training session a special meeting 

was held in order to complete our election 

process.  Brian Melvin was elected to the Board 

of Directors to finish out the balance of a two 

year term and Linda Sperco was elected as the 

clubs new Treasurer and Secretary.  Let’s all 

give Linda and Brian a hearty thanks and our 

congratulations for stepping forward to help 

NRHRC have a successful year. 

 

 

Update on an old friend; 

Pamela King, a friend of our dearly departed 

Mary Alice Hembree who many in this club 

remember fondly recently updated us on 

Ranger who was a Mary’s newest Curly before 

her untimely passing. 

 

Mary Alice was watching over Ranger on 

Sunday for his 3rd birthday when he aced the 

Senior AKC test at Los Banos CA, no handles on 

his marks he smacked them, lined his land blind 

and had 2 whistles on the water blind, no 

worries on the honor. He is really exceptional, 

love him. 

To those of us who knew Mary this is great 

news and we are glad her legacy is living on.  

 

RANGER HEMBREE 



NAHRA NOTES 

By Rodger Parkhurst 

 

 What’s new in NAHRA is History… 

 Thirty years ago a group of writers in the 

Outdoor press along with several Retriever 

enthusiasts were becoming disenchanted with 

the Field Trial world. They were beginning to 

see a retriever’s true abilities as hunters of 

upland and waterfowl game were not being 

challenged or tested. Rather their ability to run 

Field Trials was becoming a more desirable 

ability. Also the opportunity of owning a 

retriever that was well trained had escaped the 

grasp of the hunter of average means. This had 

become a rich person’s game that only a few 

could afford to play. 

 So in the Summer of 1983, Ned Spear, Richard 

Wolters, Omar Driskill, John Krupp, David 

Maynard, David Follansbee, Jack Jagoda, and 

Kent Repka met in an 18th century farmhouse 

turned into hunt club and laid out what later 

came to be the North American Hunting 

Retriever Association (NAHRA). Their idea was 

to test dogs "to a set of standards" rather than 

competing against one another. By holding a 

dog to a standard meant that it really had 

proven its ability of being a Hunting Retriever. 

By not competing against "big money" meant 

the average hunter had a chance to certify good 

hunting dogs.  

 30 years later 2013 NAHRA members and 

affiliate clubs such as ours are still testing our 

dogs against a standard. We are helping to 

preserve our retriever breeds ability to hunt 

and we are helping the average person own a 

retriever that is well trained. 

 For 2013 I would like to encourage all of our 

Navesink members to take an active part in 

NAHRA. Attend other clubs hunt tests when you 

can. Find other Navesink members that will be 

traveling and make an eventful weekend of it. It 

is always a good time when you share company 

with “Dog people”. 

One opportunity will be August 6th – 9th at 

Newville Penn, the location for the 2013 

Invitational. Newville is just past Harrisburg 

Penn. about a 4 hour trip. Here is a chance to 

see NAHRA’s senior dogs doing what they do 

best. You can attend as a spectator or better for 

a front row seat attend as a worker at one of 

the tests.  

For any information about other club events, 

the invitational or more information about 

NAHRA please feel free to contact me. I’ll be 

glad to chew your ear off. Hope to see you out 

there. 

Dogs to the line 

 

 

The fruits of our labor some photo’s from 

this past hunting season

 

Sadie Arthur‘s first ever duck hunt at a local 

fresh water lake in NJ, She got a Ruddy duck 

and a nice goose within minutes of each other. 

The goose was almost as big as her. 

 



 

Brain Melvin’s Reilly with a pair of NJ north 

zone mallards. 

 

Guthrie Rusnak wishing the gang would get a 

move on, while waiting for the fun to begin at 

a recent Bent creek hunt where Navesink 

members John Zitel Chris Glatz Rodger 

Parkhurst and Megan Rusnak along with Joe 

Vander Weide held their annual Bent Creek 

hunt. 

 

 

 

 

Summer Parkhurst, retrieving the first bird of 

the day a beautiful pheasant rooster. 

 

 

 

Tarka Vander Weide, posing with the results of 

his days work out on Barnegat Bay this past 

December. Which included bufflehead, 

greenwing teal, and rounded out with a hen 

shoveler and a drake ringneck 

 

 

 



February 17th training session: 

This past February 17th NRHRC held its first 

training session of the season. The event was 

well attended despite the very winter like feel 

of the day. The theme of the first part of the 

day was upland hunting as the dogs learned to 

quarter a field looking for birds. The dogs were 

also schooled on steady to shot as a Chuckar 

was launched into the air just as the dogs 

caught the scent of the bird. In some cases the 

dog had the added temptation of a fly-away 

bird. Not all shooting was accurate, but this is 

also a part of the NAHRA senior test. So this was 

good exposure for the dogs whether they made 

a retrieve on the flush or not.  Following the 

upland work Linda Sperco took everyone to the 

next field where the participants worked on 

various marks. All in all a great time was had by 

all including several of our new members and 

guests. 

 

 One of Marilyn Taurigs, Curly Coats showing 

how to hold a Chuckar properly. 

 

 

 Not just for retrievers Betsy Arellano’s Border 

Terrier Fred even joined in the fun. He 

quartered like a pro. He is well on his way to a 

hunting certificate. 

 

And not to be outdone Deanna Fit’s new puppy 

a 4 month old Border Collie Theory tried birds 

as well, though by the look he gave his mom I 

think he prefers herding. 

Remember to watch our calendar of events for 

the next session. 

 

 

 

 



Calendar of Events: 

March 3rd training session Colliers Mills 

Event Chair Joe Vander Weide 

March 16th Barnegat Bay all about water 

fowling Demo. 

Contact:  Joe Vander Weide for info 

March 24th Training session Colliers Mills 

April 13th-14th Pat Nolan Seminar Colliers Mills  

Event Chair Linda Sperco 

April 28th Training session Assunpink  

May 10th-12th NRHRC hunt test Colliers Mills 

Event Chairs Rodger Parkhust and Paul zurka 

June 2nd Training session Assunpink 

July 14th Training session Assunpink 

July 21st NRHRC meeting Assunpink club house 

August 11th Training session Colliers Mills 

August 25th Training Session Colliers Mills 

September 14-15th Wild Expo demo Colliers 

Mills 

September 21-22nd NRHRC hunt test colliers 

Mills 

October 6th training session Colliers Mills 

October 27th NRHRC Club hunt test 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see we have a lot of functions to run 

this year so please consider volunteering to 

help chair or co-chair a training session or other 

event.  You can reach out to any club officer 

and doing so would be greatly appreciated. 

2013 NAHRA invitational Raffle 

The 2013 Invitational Committee is selling raffle 
tickets to raise funds in support of the 2013 
NAHRA Invitational. First prize is a Benelli SBE II 
or $1000 cash; Second Prize is a Yeti Cooler or 
$250 cash; Third Prize is a coupon for a small 
mammal or bird taxidermy mount by Black's 
Taxidermy or $100 cash. Tickets cost $10 and 
the drawing will be held August 6. 
 
Rodger Parkhurst will have a supply of tickets if 
anyone is interested in buying or selling these 
raffle tickets please let him know so we can all 
support this worthwhile cause. 
 
 

Professional Photographer in town  

Elizabeth Arellano,  a professional dog 

photographer based in Texas will be in our area 

for the next month or so if you’re interested in 

a photo shoot while she is in town please feel 

free to contact her and let her know you heard 

about her from NRHRC.   

For additional information please see her web 

link below: 

http://emaphotography.net/dshome.html 

 

 

 



Bird Dog Challenge a different kind of hunt 

test. 

What is the bird dog challenge you might ask 

well, it’s an organization that was formed in 

1995 in Iowa to provide its members with a way 

to truly prove who had the best upland hunting 

dog. The Organization grew from 23 

competitors in its first year to a rapidly growing 

association of over 650 members. In 2003 new 

owners took over the program and have 

embarked on a vigorous program of growth 

which has resulted in an outdoor channel 

program which showcased the competitions 

and proved to be a big hit among that networks 

bird hunting fans. The results of this popularity 

can be seen in the fact the BDC now has 5 

competitive regions.  How does a BDC event 

work?  Well here are the basic rules. 

A hunter dog combo enters a 12 acre hunting 

area and begins upland hunting. Points are 

awarded based on number of birds harvested, 

the amount of shots used to take the game and 

the total time to complete a run. From this a 

scorekeeper provides the contestant with a 

score which is used to compare the teams and 

provide a placing that goes towards contestants 

winning various prizes including trophies and or 

purse awards. 

For the last several years John Zitel a long time 

member of this club has been running his dog 

Otto in Bird dog challenge competitions.   John 

and Otto have done well enough to be 

named runner up for BDC amateur flushing 

dog of the year at the regional level. No 

small feat. Congratulations to John and Otto 

for a job well done 

 

For more information on the BDC please check 

out their website: 

 http://www.nbdca.com/index.html 

 

John and Otto Zitel receiving last minute 

instructions before heading into the field at the 

BDC nationals. 

 

Till next time, 

This brings to a close another newsletter. I 

would like to thank our photo contributors Meg 

Rusnak, Brian Melvin, Bob Aurthur and John 

Zitel.  I would like to wish everyone a great 

training and testing season and don’t forget to 

share your stories. 

Joe Vander Weide 
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